
Explore!
Village Guide

The buildings tell the story.

Please return this guide to the  
main building when you are 

through with your tour. Thank  
you for visiting the Village today!

This guide was printed using 
Allegra Footprint Funds. Austin 
Van Daele contributed editorial 
assistance during this project.



The Gazebo
The gazebo, built in 1979 quickly became 
a focal point for ceremonies, musical 
performances, and program activities in 
the Village. Hundreds of couples have 
exchanged wedding vows or posed for 
photographs on the structure. It has been 
draped in red, white, and blue on July 4th 
and with evergreens at Christmas. In 2000 
the gazebo was incorporated in the City of 
Troy’s logo.  



Reenactors demonstrate Fireplace cooking.

Historic interpreters teach children in the cabin.

Dismantled cabin arrives in 1981.

City workers reassemble original elements.

The Cabin
This Settler’s Cabin was originally built in 
Frenchtown Township in Monroe County 
around 1840. It is spacious and has 
windows, which suggests that it was built 
to replace a pioneer’s original windowless 
cabin. In 1947, the single-room home was 
modified into a three-room rental unit. It 
was almost torn down in the 1970s when 
new building codes required the installation 
of modern plumbing. The Troy Historical 
Society raised funds to dismantle the cabin 
and have it reconstructed in the Village in 
1981. A new roof, stone chimney and hearth, 
windows, and period doors were added 
during the reconstruction.

“In those early days the wild deer was 
pleanty in these parts, I have killed 
many on my own farm, which was a 
much quicker way of getting fresh meat 
than to go to Detroit for it.”  
(Original Spelling) -Solomon Caswell



1865 Steinway grand piano moved with house.

Caswell house from William Caswell’s photo album.

House with addition on its original foundation.

This house, built by pioneer Solomon 
Caswell in 1832, includes elements of 
Federalist and Greek revival architecture. 
Over time, Solomon’s son and two 
grandchildren inherited the home. Grandson 
William, who passed away in 1965, 
bequeathed the home to his friend who 
sold the property to the North Hills Christian 
Reformed Church. They planned to demolish 
the house and build a new church on the 
site. However, following negotiations with 
the Troy Historical Society the house was 
donated to the City and moved behind the 
1927 Township Hall.  This was the Society’s 
first effort to preserve local history by moving 
buildings and creating the Historic Village.

“It looked so proud sitting on its 
gradual sloping hill, quite content and 
almost stately, like it was full of the 
wisdom of age,” - Ray Lucas

The Caswell House

Caswell house moves across I-75 at Wattles Road.



Windows and doors removed and roof cribbed up. 

Thousands of children experience the 3 Rs.

... Roof-on-floor assembly arrives in the Village.

Salvaged brick in foreground. Roof-on-floor ready ...

The Poppleton 
School

“One time a boy was sent home for 
wearing clothes to school that had an odor 
of “skunk” and told not to return until 
he was rid of that odor.”  
(Poppleton Reflections) 

Poppleton School was built in 1877 with 
Italianate architectural features including 
detailed brick work and arched windows that 
flood the classroom with natural light. By 
the 1970s the old school stood in the way 
of progress along Big Beaver Road. Saving 
the100-year old building became a Troy 
bicentennial project. Building Department 
Director Fred Stanley devised a plan to 
photo-document, dismantle, transport, 
and reassemble the building in the Village 
because it was too heavy to move over 
I-75 and too tall to move under the freeway 
overpass.



The DUR picked up milk cans left on the platform.

Store in the Village during renovations.

Store front along Livernois Rd. at Square Lake Rd.

“I went over to Utica with Perry and 
Elda and I drove Cress home. Perry 
came home on train. Had dandy time.” 
- Jessie Aspinwall Diary, Sunday,  
August 13th, 1916
Jessie poses in second photograph.

This General Store is not a vintage building, 
but a representation of the Troy Corners 
store depicted in the photos. This mercantile 
was also the township post office and 
between 1898 and 1931, it served as a ticket 
office and waiting room for the Detroit United 
Railway. The DUR was an electric trolley 
system in Detroit and southeast Michigan. 
The old store was razed in the 1980s so 
the Troy Historical Society and the City 
contributed funds to construct this building 
to represent commerce during the Township 
era. Thousands of documents, ledgers, print 
records, photographs, daguerreotypes, and 
the Village’s extensive textile collections are 
stored in the building.

The General Store 
←

Livernois Road

Jessie Aspinwall poses with friends in June 1917.



The Village 
Print Shop
This small brick building was originally used 
as a workshop by Township employees. It 
was transformed into the Print Shop after 
printing equipment was donated to the 
Village. These gifts included a foot-powered 
Chandler Price printing press manufactured 
in 1895, a Golding Jobber press with an 
electric motor, and a Model D Dremont 
Proof Press. Today, the Print Shop serves 
as a furnished exhibit as well as a teaching 
area where visitors to the Village can get 
hands-on experience with the Proof Press.

On the 1880 Census, J. Henry 
Russell listed his occupation as 
“Dagurain Artist.” He was Troy’s 
first known photographer and a 
printer. Other records indicate he 
also worked as a tinsmith, hardware 
merchant, and wood turner.

The brick workshop prior to transformation.

New framing around old brick walls.

Clapboard and new porch completed.

Volunteer runs Chandler Price press.



Gold is for the mistress -- Silver for 
the maid --Copper for the craftsman 
cunning at his trade.“Good!” said the 
Baron, sitting in his hall,“But Iron -- 
Cold Iron -- is master of them all.”
- Rudyard Kipling

Wagon Shop on its original site.

Caption

Wagon Shop awaits restoration.

Blacksmith Rose Weiss at the forge.

Moving day.

The Wagon Shop
Records indicate that this small board-
and-batten barn was Nathaniel Vorheis’ 
blacksmith shop prior to the Civil War. By 
the 20th century the building was part of 
a farmstead that Alex Gow converted into 
Gow’s Little Acre, a popular antiques store 
and gift shop. On a cold February night in 
1972 the building was scorched during a 
fire that engulfed the complex. Mr. Gow 
retired, sold the property, and donated 
the dilapidated barn to the Troy Historical 
Society in 1977. The building was moved 
to the Village where volunteers built a brick 
forge and installed bellows that date to 
the 1700s. The Wagon Shop is now used 
by volunteer blacksmiths who teach metal 
working and woodworkers who restore 
antique farm equipment.



Parsonage on its original site.

Moving day, August 20, 2003.

The Parsonage 

I carried my new bride over the 
threshhold, this was my first assignment. 
- Reverend Ralph Janka. 

I brought my babies home to this house.
- Mrs. Millie Janka

In 1871 the Methodist congregation 
appointed a committee to construct a 
minister’s house. They built this two-story 
farmhouse with a cruciform floorplan. 
Between 1876 and 1964 twenty-six 
different ministers and their families lived 
in the home. In 1956 the congregation 
initiated plans to build a larger church on 
a new site. They sold the old buildings 
in 1963 to an antiques dealer. The Troy 
Historical Society and the City of Troy 
purchased the church and parsonage in 
1997 and moved them to the Village in 
2003. The parsonage interior has been 
furnished as it may have looked in 1910. Reverend Snell’s children in the home, 1947.

Boarded up and awaiting relocation.



Church on original site. No steeple but front entry.

Moving day, August 20, 2003.

Church and Parsonage restored in 10 months.

Restored stained glass windows reinstalled.

“One Sunday, as the Shearman family 
drove into the church yard, Mrs. 
Shearman discovered she was not wearing 
her bustle and, feeling not properly 
dressed, she had her son drive her home to 
make herself more presentable.”

The Old Troy Church
A small Episcopal congregation built this 
church in 1837. In 1862 they sold it to a 
Methodist congregation, which installed 
stained glass windows but did not replace 
the steeple when it was destroyed during a 
storm in 1915.  As their congregation grew 
they added rooms; moved the entry to the 
side of the building; and rearranged the 
seating and chancel. When a new Methodist 
Church was built in 1962, the original bell 
was moved to the new church before an 
antiques dealer purchased the old building. 
In 1997 the Troy Historical Society and the 
City bought the Church and Parsonage. 
Both buildings were moved in 2003. The 
Church was restored to its 1910 appearance 
with the original entry, steeple, and historic 
arrangement of pews and chancel. 



The original pre-1927 Township Hall.

Troy Union School lifted and ready to move.

Note from Honey to Eddie.

The Town Hall
Constructed around 1867 as Troy Union 
School, this building remained a one-room 
school until 1932 when it was remodeled 
as a private residence. The structure was 
donated to the City in 1987 and moved to 
the Village. Community volunteers and local 
Boy Scouts assisted with restoration efforts. 
When they removed some wallboard, an 
undated student love note was found. After 
much discussion the Historical Society and 
Historical Commission leadership decided 
to furnish the building as the pre-1927 Town 
Hall, which it resembled, rather than add a 
second school to the Village. “Honey’s note” 
is carefully preserved in the archive.

“I love honey, I love money, I love you 
cause your my honey.” 
- From note found in wall, signed 
“Honey.” (Original Spelling) 



The old City Hall was so crowded,  
I had to step into the hall to change  
my mind. - City employee, 1966. 

The Township’s sole police car idles in driveway.

Vault walls are 10 inches thick.

Some original graffiti still legible on cell walls.

Temporary exhibit galleries during the 1990s.

The 1927 
Township Hall
Modeled after a 19th century colonial 
inn in New York, the Township Hall was 
constructed in 1927 by Township Supervisor 
Morris Wattles. The slate roof and interior 
barn beams, oak woodwork, frosted glass 
panels, and terrazzo floor are all original 
architectural features. There are also a 
hidden hallway on the main floor to access a 
walk-in vault, and a jail cell in the basement. 
This building became City Hall when Troy 
became a city in 1955. Ten years later, when 
new municipal offices were built on Big 
Beaver Road, this building was designated a 
museum, fulfilling Wattles’ dream to use the 
Pioneer Room as a place to exhibit local  
            history.



Etching of home from 1877 Oakland County History.

House on original site.

Son, Ron Barnard, escorts family home in 2010.

Harriet in her kitchen 1995.

The Niles-
Barnard House
Built by Johnson Niles’ family in 1837, this 
home was used as a public house or inn. 
The three front doors provided separate 
entries for the family; men who drank rum; 
and women who did not consume alcohol. 
In 1939 a young attorney named Norman 
Barnard bought the house for $1,000 and 
married Harriet Kyser in the parlor. In 1955, 
Township Supervisor Norman Barnard and 
The Citizens Committee for Home Rule 
Incorporation met in the Barnards’ home. 
They crafted a plan to establish the City of 
Troy while seated at the dining room table. 
Harriet Barnard donated her home to the 
City in 2005. It moved to its new Village 
foundation in October 2010. 

“Harriet always cooked meals for more 
people than were at the table. If someone 
dropped in, a plate was easily added 
and there was plenty.” 
- Fred Barnard,  
The House With Two Tales



Beams in place, ready to lift.

Winched off the old foundation.

Sliding to the new foundation.

Lowered into place.

How to Move 
a Building 
Preservationists prefer to restore an historic 
building on its original site. When that is not 
possible, moving the structure to preserve 
it like any artifact is considered. Relocating 
a building requires careful planning and 
coordination. A site plan for the new location 
must be approved, permits issued, and the 
foundation prepared. Contracts with utility 
companies to lift, lower, or splice overhead 
wires are often costly. Police and the county 
weighmaster are also consulted.

To move a building the mover insures 
that all utility lines are disconnected and 
secures or removes chimneys, porches, and 
protruding elements. He breaks through the 
foundation and inserts I-beams the length 
and width of the structure. He lifts the beams 
and building with hydraulic or pneumatic 
jacks, and winches the building sideways 
on greased beams. The mover raises the 
building further, attaches wheel assemblies, 
and tows the building to the new location. He 
removes the wheel assemblies, lowers the 
building to beams, winches the building over 
the new foundation, and lowers the building 
into place.



The Original Locations
❶ Cabin, moved in 1981 from Frenchtown Twp.

❷ Caswell House, moved in 1966

❸ Poppleton School, moved in 1980

❹ General Store, re-created in 1980

❺ Wagon Shop, moved in 1980

❻ Parsonage, moved in 2003

❼ Old Troy Church, moved in 2003

❽ Town Hall, moved in 1980

❾ Niles-Barnard House, moved in 2010 
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